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MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
*  NEW  ENGLAND  CHAPTER  * 


SEASONS  GREETINGS! 
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to  Kersti  Tannberg,  Secretary-Treasurer,  c/o  Wheaton  College  Library,  Norton,  MA  02766. 
Institutional  Subscription:  $5.00.  Free  to  members.  Regular  Personal  Membership:  $4.00. 
Student  Membership:  $2.50.   Membership  year  September  to  August. 
nemla-nemla-nemla-nemla-neTTLl  a-nemla-neml  a-nemla-nemla-nem]  a-nemla-neml  a-nemla-nem  I  a-nemla 


*£   REPORT  FROM  THE  CHAIR  %* 

The  NEMLA  Board  of  Directors  met  on 
November  19  at  the  New  England  Conservatory. 
Joining  us  was  Priscilla  McCarty  from  Bowdoin 
College,  who  had  graciously  accepted  an  ap- 
pointment to  complete  Kathleen  Brown's  term 
as  Member-at-large.   Kathy  has  taken  a  leave 
of  absence  from  Bates  College  to  do  doctoral 
studies  in  library  science  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill.   Dorothy 
Bognar  continues  to  chair  the  publications 
committee,  and  will  welcome  suggestions  of 
projects  the  chapter  might  undertake.   Our 
most  recent  publication,  the  sixth  edition 
of  the  Directory  of  Music  Libraries  and 
Collections  in  New  England  has  sold  well, 
so  that  we  have  recovered  our  production 
costs.   If  you  don't  yet  own  a  copy,  you 
can  get  one  from  Philip  Youngholm,  Greer 
Music  Library,  Box  1534,  Connecticut  College, 
New  London,  CT  06320.   NEMLA  members  pay 
$3.50;   others,  $4.50. 

Diane  Ota  is  the  new  chairwoman  of  the 
continuing  education  committee.   She  is 
planning  a  workshop  in  basic  music  reference 
service,  details  of  which  will  be  announced 
in  the  March  Newsletter  and  elsewhere.   The 
members  of  the  nominating  committee  for  the 
two  officers  to  be  elected  in  the  spring, 
Vice-chairperson/ Chairperson-elect  and 
Member-at-large,  are  Sally  Evans  (Amherst), 
Joseph  Scott  (UConn) ,  and  Priscilla  McCarty 
(Bowdoin;  chair) .   You  may  make  recommenda- 
tions for  candidacy  to  any  committee  member, 
but  no  later  than  February  15.   Candidates 
for  Vice-chairperson  must  be  MLA  members 
(or  must  join  before  assuming  that  chapter 
office) . 

At  its  recent  meeting  the  board  clarif- 
ied member  and  subscriber  categories  (see 
this  Newsletter's  revised  masthead)  and 
requested  that  our  hard-working  editor  spare 


a  bit  of  space  for  information  about  the 
membership  year.   Dues  and  subscriptions 
are  always  welcome!   We  would  like  to  increase 
our  paying  readership,  of  course,  and  toward 
that  end  I  hope  to  reconstitute  a  membership 
committee.   If  you  are  interested  in  serving 
in  that  capacity  or  have  any  ideas  about  how 
we  might  proceed,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  you  and  to  pass  along  suggestions  made 
at  the  board  meeting. 

(Geraldine  Ostrove) 


SPRING  MEETING 
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The  spring  meeting  of  the  chapter  will 
be  held  on  Friday,  April  23,  at  the  Spring- 
field City  Library  in  Springfield,  Mass. 
Sylvia  St.  Amand,  music  librarian  in  the 
Art  and  Music  Department,  will  be  our  host. 
Program  information  and  registration  forms 
will  appear  in  the  next  newsletter. 
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*$  REPORT  OF  THE  FALL  MEETING   ** 

Andrew  Castiglione,  Fine  Arts  Librarian, 
welcomed  38  registrants  to  the  fall  meeting 
on  Friday,  October  23rd,  at  the  Fine  Arts 
Library  of  the  U-Mass   Boston  Harbor  Campus 
Library  in  Dorchester.   He  introduced  Director 
of  Libraries,  Walter  Grossman,  who  described 
the  rationale  for  putting  the  art,  music  and 
dance  resources  on  the  "most  beautiful"  tenth 
floor  of  the  Library,  which  opened  in  1974. 
Views  of  the  nearby  Kennedy  Library,  Boston 
harbor,  and  the  Boston  city  skyline  added  an 
exciting  dimension  to  an  attractive,  well- 
organized  library. 

Jean  Morrow,  program  chair  and  Vice- 
Chair/Chair-Elect  of  the  chapter,  posed  the 
questions  for  the  morning  program  entitled 
"What  to  do  with  your  78  recordings? — the 
librarian's  dilemma;  the  creation  of  a  reg- 
ional archives."   She  asked:   Why  are  we 

eeping  them  (if  we  are) ;  how  can  we  use  them; 
what  value  do  they  have;  and,  if  we  give  them 
away,  is  there  any  way  we  can  get  access  to 
them?   She  said  all  78  collections  in  the  New 
England  area  except  the  Yale  archives  are 
presently  dormant.   Jean  then  introduced 
Steven  Smolian,  Chairman  of  the  Technical 
Committee  of  the  Association  for  Recorded 
Sound  Collections  (ARSC) ,  who  addressed  these 
questions.   Mr.  Smolian  is  currently  helping 
to  build  the  sound  archives  of  the  New  York 
Philharmonic  Orchestra;  is  the  proprietor 
of  Smolian  Studios  in  New  Jersey,  where  he 
transcribes  air  tracks  and  rare  materials; 
does  professional  appraisals  for  record 
collections;  and  is  a  discographer  who  has 
written  a  column  for  ten  years  for  American 
Record  Guide,  and  A  Handbook  of  Film,  Theater, 
and  Television  Music  on  Record,  1948-1969 
(NY,  Record  Undertaker,  1970). 

Mr.  Smolian  discussed  78  recordings  both 
as  physical  objects  and  as  containers  of  our 
musical  and  musicological  past.   As  physical 
objects  they  are  breakable,  heavy,  space- 
consuming,  hard  to  store  (they  should  be 
green-sleeved  and  stored  by  manufacturer's 
number) .   He  felt  the  only  reasons  for  keep- 
ing 78 's  as  physical  objects  are  pending 
transfer  to  a  more  comfortable  listening 
medium,  or  for  discographical  study;  however, 
he  warned  that  proper  taping  is  very  expensive 
and  has  many  problems:  records  should  be  clean 
(many  LP  reissues  have  been  made  from  dirty 
copies);  records  are  not  always  centered  prop- 
erly; they  play  at  varying  speeds;  the  groove 
size  changes  with  wear;  and  the  splicing  of  a 
continuous  performance  from  a  multi-record  set 
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is  very  difficult. 

As  containers  of  our  musicological  past  the 
major  uses  of  a  78  archive  are  for  retrieval 
of  past   performance  practice,  hearing  an 
artist  mature,  and  hearing  the  recording  process 
mature.   Mr.  Smolian  thinks  there  are  many  ap- 
plications for  scholarly  investigation  using 
recordings  as  documents  that  are  equally  as 
valid  as  printed  music.  He  especially  emphasized 
their  value  for  use  in  studying  late  19th  and 
early  20th  century  performance  practice,  and 
played  several  examples  of  musicians  trained  in 
the  style  of  the  late  19th  century  performing  in 
quartets  and  orchestras  of  this  century  which 
surprised  his  listeners  by  their  very  different 
approach  to  performance  compare  with  present 
practice. 

Mr.  Smolian  described  an  offshoot  of  ARSC 
called  Associated  Audio  Archives,  consisting  of 
five  major  sound  archives  in  this  country  (Yale, 
Stanford,  Syracuse,  NYPL  and  LC)  that  are  coop- 
erating in  a  plan  funded  by  NEA  to  catalog  all 
the  78' s  in  their  collections.  He  believes  the 
ultimate  solution  to  the  problem  of  78 's  will  be 
taping  from  a  central  sound  archive  once  the 
fair-use,  legal  problems  are  solved,  so  that 
copies  may  be  available  to  interested  scholars, 
teachers,  and  students. 

Diane  Ota,  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
was  corralled  on  the  spot  to  describe  the  sound 
archive   there,  which  now  has  200,000  recordings 
(100,000  LP's  and  100,000  78 ' s) .  The  BPL  needs 
money  to  make  these  accessible  to  scholars.  The 
records  are  shelved  by  manufacturer's  number, 
and  are  now  being  checked  against  recording  com- 
pany catalogs.  The  library  will  accept  gifts  at 
all  times,  including  78's.  Ed  Fenninger  is  the 
Sound  Archivist,  and  can  answer  questions  about 
the  collection.   While  the  archive  is  essentially 
a  storage  facility  at  present,  the  ultimate  plan 
is  to  have  listening  stations  with  records  being 
played  on  remote  control  turntables.   A  library 
wishing  to  dispose  of  its  78's  can  check  its 
holdings  by  manufacturer's  number  with  the  BPL, 
which  will  also  accept  duplicates.  Mr.  Smolian 
suggested  that  interested  area  libraries  might 
seek  to  join  with  the  BPL  to  found  a  joint 
archive  available  to  all,  which  would  not  be 
dependent  on  the  financial  vicissitudes  of  the 
library. 

Mr.  Smolian  added  that  LC,  Yale  and  NYPL 
have  the  bulk,  if  not  all,  of  Victor  and  Columbia 
issues,  and  have  want  lists  for  missing  items. 
LC  is  presently  taping  400,000  16-inch  discs 
from  NBC  transcriptions.  It  is  difficult  to  put 
a  financial  value  on  78's — a  dealer  will  pay  20 
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to  30  percent  of  what  he  thinks  he  can  sell 
records  for.   Both  LC  and  NYPL  have  lists  of 
dealers.   He  suggested  a  library  might,  after 
checking  its  holdings  against  an  archive,  give 
its  unwanted  78' s  to  a  friend  or  benefactor  of 
the  library  who,  after  holding  them  for  a  while, 
could  give  them  away  (to  the  Salvation  Army 
perhaps)  for  a  $.50-1.00  per  record  tax  break. 

One  hope  for  the  future  seems  to  be  that 
some  way  may  be  found  for  the  Associated  Audio 
Archives  to  be  able  to  offer  its  holdings  via 
satellite  through  a  closed-circuit  broadcasting 
system,  possibly  involving  the  Boston  Public 
Library  in  this  area. 

After  a  tour  of  the  U-Mass  Boston  Library 
and  lunch,  the  afternoon  program  was  a  most 
interesting  slide  show  and  talk  given  by  Ann 
Russell,  Director  of  the  Northeast  Document  Con- 
servation Center  in  Andover,  Mass.   Founded  in 
1973  by  grants  from  the  Council  of  Library  Res- 
ources and  the  New  England  Library  Board,  the 
Center  is  a  non-profit,  shared  facility  for  New 
England,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  where  books, 
records,  manuscripts,  and  art  on  paper  which  are 
worn,  torn  and  brittle  are  transformed  into  use- 
ful documents  once  more.  Stain  removal,  deacid- 
ification,  washing,  mending,  rebinding,  and 
preservation  microfilm  services  are  available. 
A  leaf  caster  which  can  fill  in  holes  in  paper 
automatically  was  one  of  the  most  dramatic 
processes  shown.   Because  some  of  these  processes 
are  expensive  and  therefore  most  suitable  for 
rare  and  valuable  artifacts,  the  Center  tries  to 
emphasize  preventive  conservation  and  offers 
workshops  and  seminars  to  interested  groups. 
Through  an  NEH  grant  the  Center  is  able  to  enter- 
tain applications  for  conservation  surveys  offer- 
ed at  a  subsidized  cost.  These  involve  a  one-day 
check  and  a  report  which  will  enable  an  institu- 
tion to  establish  priorities  for  preservation 
work  as  funds  become  available.  The  Center  also 
offers  free  disaster  assistance  services  for 
fire,  flood,  or  other  disasters. 

After  a  report  on  the  Boston  Area  Music 
Libraries  (BAML)  by  Mary  Wallace  Davidson  and  on 
the  IAML  Meeting  in  Budapest  by  Gerry  Ostrove,* 
announcements  were  made  by  Chairperson  Os trove 
that  she  had  appointed  Diane  Ota  as  Chair  of  the 
Continuing  Education  Committee  to  replace  Steve 
Yusko  who  has  moved  to  Texas,  and  Priscilla 
McCarty  as  Member-at-Large  to  replace  Kathy 
Brown,  now  pursuing  doctoral  studies  at  the 
University  of  North  Carolina. 

A  wine  and  cheese  reception  sponsored  by 
Mr.  Grossman  and  our  host  library  brought  the 
day's  events  to  a  delightful  conclusion. 

(Priscilla  McCarty) 

^Editor's  note:   Gerry's  report  on  the  IAML 
meeting  will  appear  in  the  March  issue. 


*  THINK  RUNNING  THIS  CHAPTER  IS  EASY  * 
SAILING?  Y0UR_MEMBERSHIP  KEEPS_  IIS  AFLOAT 

Yes,  we  all  gotta  pay  our  dues,  and  well, 
you  know,  now  is  the  time... in  fact  past  the 
time,  since  the  current  membership  year  runs 
from  September  '81-August  '82.   If  your  dues 
are  paid,  I've  over stamped  that  very  word 
right  across  this^aragraphv^siiessing  up  the 
whole  thing.   But  if  these\rords  appear  to 
you  in  pristine  clarity,  they  must  be  meant 
for  you!   Please  renew  now — we  need  your 
contribution! 


.* 


NEW  EDITOR  FOR  NOTES 


Susan  T.  Sommer  of  the  New  York  Public 
Library  will  assume  the  editorship  of  NOTES, 
the  quarterly  journal  of  the  Music  Library 
Association,  commencing  with  volume  39, 
September,  1982.   Suki  succeeds  William 
McClellan  in  that  post. 


*£  NATIONAL  MEETINGS  $* 

For  those  undaunted  by  cross-country 
travel,  get  your  plane  fare  ready: 

Music  Library  Association  Annual  Conference: 
February  3-5,  1982,  Los  Angeles,  California. 
Preconference  Activities:   Music  OCLC  Users 
Group  Annual  Meeting,  February  1;   MLA 
Public  Services  Workshop,  February  2. 
CONTACT:  MLA,  2017  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19103  and  MOUG,  c/o  Don  Hixon,  University 
Library.  PO  Box  19557,  Univ.  of  California, 
Irvine,  Irvine,  CA  92713.  Deadlines  Jan.  1 
and  Jan  8,  respectively. 


ROOMMATES  FOR  LOS  ANGELES  MEETING 


Chapter  members  seeking  roommates  for 
the  national  MLA  meeting  in  February  may 
contact  Kersti  Tannberg,  chapter  secretary. 
Kersti  has  agreed  to  keep  a  list  of  names 
of  people  from  the  New  England  area  planning 
to  attend.   She  can  be  reached  at  the  Wheaton 
College  Library,  Norton,  MA  02766;  phone  (617) 
285-7722,  x529,  or  at  home,  285-4713. 


PEOPLE  IN  THE  NEWS   ** 


**.   CURRENT  AWARENESS  BULLETIN 


ROBERT  CUNNINGHAM,  formerly  of  Smith  College 
and  lately  of  OCLC  Inc.,  has  returned  to  New 
England  as  Member  Services  Librarian,  Western 
Region,  NELINET.   Robert  will  also  serve  as 
NELINET  Music  Users  Group  liaison. 

Two  New  England  chapter  members  are  running 
for  national  office:  MARY  DAVIDSON  (Wellesley) 
for  Vice-President/President-Elect  of  MLA, 
JOE  SCOTT  (UConn)  for  Treasurer  of  the  Music 
OCLC  Users  Group  (MOUG) .   Good  luck  to  both! 

ROBERT  EVENSEN  (Brandeis)  is  a  lucky  winner  of 
the  Music  News  from  Prague  quiz,  "Pictorial 
Souvernirs  of  Czech  Music,"  which  appeared  in 
issue  5-6,  1981  of  that  journal.   Entrant  were 
required  to  identify  five  obscure  specimins  of 
musical  iconography.   Winners  will  be  announced 
in  issue  2-3,  1982. 

CHRISTINE  HOFFMAN  has  left  the  Yale  Music 
Library  for  a  position  at  the  Manhattan  School 
of  Music.   Christine  is  also  the  new  'adver- 
tising manager  for  NOTES. 

MICHAEL  OCHS'  (Harvard)  paper  "Truth,  Beauty, 
Love,  and  Music  Librarianship"  (whew!)  deliv- 
ered at  Columbia  University  in  1980  lends  its 
title  to  the  volume  of  addresses  occasioned 
by  the  award  of  the  Ida  Rosen  Prize  in  Music 
Librarianship.   The  two  other  papers  are  by 
Paula  Morgan  and  Susan  Sommer.   See  NOTES  vol. 
38  no.  1,  September  1981  for  ordering  info. 

GERALDINE  OSTROVE  (New  England  Conservatory) , 
chair  of  IAML-US,  presented  a  report  on  music 
coverage  in  national  bibliographies  at  the 
IAML  convention  in  Budapest  in  September. 
Gerry's  report  of  that  meeting  will  appear 
in  the  next  newsletter. 

KERSTI  TANNBERG  (Wheaton)  has  been  awarded  the 
Master  of  Music  from  the  University  of  Maryland 
following  completion  of  a  thesis  on  Estonian 
music. 


At  last  winter1 s  meeting  of  MLA  several 
members  formed  a  Reference  and  Public  Service 
Interest  Group.   Among  the  Group's  subcommit- 
tees is  one  for  Current  Awareness,  chaired 
by  Norma  Jean  Lamb  of  the  Buffalo  and  Erie 
County  Public  Library.   This  fall  the  sub- 
committee produced  the  first  issue  of  its 
"Current  Awareness  Bulletin,"  a  publication 
designed  to  bring  to  readers'  attention  new 
bibliographies,  discographies  and  periodic- 
als, locations  of  composers'  archives,  new 
acquisitions  sources,  innovative  in-house 
practices,  new  commercial  services,  helpful 
articles  in  non-music  professional  journals, 
and  sources  for  difficult  or  unusual  ref- 
erence questions.   Those  who  would  like 
copies  of  the  Bulletin  but  who  were  unable 
to  get  one  at  the  October  chapter  meeting 
can  still  do  so.   Send  a  stamped,  self- 
addressed  envelope  to  Andrew  Castiglione, 
Library,  Fine  Arts,  University  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Boston  02025. 


*** 


*  *  * 
***************** 

*  * 

*  WELCOME  WAGON  * 

***************** 

*  * 
***      *** 

*  * 


NEMLA  is  pleased  to  welcome  the  following 
new  members:   KRISHNA  DASGUPTA  (Worcester 
Polytechnic  Institute) ,  GAIL  HENNIG  (Simmons 
College),  and  JEFF  REHBACH  (Middlebury 
College).   Jeff,  who  succeeds  Nina  Sandberg, 
comes  to  New  England  from  the  Cornell  Univer- 
sity Music  Library. 


*%     NEMLA  DIRECTORY  CORRIGENDUM  £* 

Please  enter  the  following  correction 
in  your  Directory: 

p.  72  New  telephone  extension  number  for 
Wellesley  College:   ext.  2076. 
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